
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

LIFELINE SYRIA CALLS FOR URGENT GOVERNMENT ACTION 

  

September 3, 2015 – Lifeline Syria calls on the Government of Canada to act urgently in response to the unfolding Syrian 

refugee crisis. 

 

The humanitarian crisis unfolding in the Mediterranean has captured the attention of people across Canada and around the 

world, with many Canadians asking what more we can do. Lifeline Syria asks the federal government to take action on five 

points: 

 

1)   Cut complex paperwork. Exempt Syrian cases from requiring a refugee recognition document from UNHCR or a 

state by recognizing that Syrians outside of Syria are prima facie refugees. Let smaller groups of Canadians (Groups of 

Five) independently sponsor, and increase referrals from visa offices abroad, cutting the paperwork further.  

 

2)   Develop measures for Syrian family reunification. Create flexible, new immigration measures for Syrians with 

family members in Canada. 

 

3)   Boost resources. Commit a significant increase in financial, human and logistical resources, in Canada and in visa 

offices abroad, to ensure that Syrian refugee cases are processed expeditiously.  

 

4)   Go above and beyond. Make a clear commitment that increased numbers of resettled Syrian refugees will be 

additional to, and not at the expense of, ongoing government and private resettlement of refugees from other countries. Any 

increase should be over and above annual levels.  

 

5) Match private sponsorships. Commit to a matching formula so that the government resettles one Syrian refugee 

for every privately sponsored Syrian refugee, over and above annual levels. 

 

Lifeline Syria will convene a press conference tomorrow, September 4, to discuss how Canada can better respond to the 

worsening Syrian refugee crisis and quickly meet its target of resettling 10,000 Syrian refugees to Canada.  

 

DATE: September 4, 2015 

TIME: 11:15am 

LOCATION: Corvetti Education Centre, 760 College St, Toronto, ON 

 

Lifeline Syria is a community engagement initiative formed in response to the ongoing humanitarian crisis. Lifeline Syria 

will recruit, train and assist sponsor groups to welcome and support 1,000 Syrian refugees coming to Canada as permanent 

immigrants to resettle in the GTA over the next two years. 

 

For further information, please contact:

 

Alexandra Kotyk, Project Manager, Lifeline Syria 

647-280-9765 

alexandra@lifelinesyria.ca 

 

 

 

Malaz Sebai, Steering Committee Member, Lifeline Syria 

416-800-9079 

malaz.sebai@hotmail.com  


